[Creative mathematics with clopidogrel; exaggeration of the preventive effect by manufacturer].
A number of Dutch medical journals recently carried an advertisement stating that clopidogrel treatment reduced the number of ischaemic complications with 26%, compared with aspirin treatment. This is a miscalculation: the actual reduction is 0.51% in absolute rates, and 8.7% in relative terms. The error by Sanofi-Synthelabo arose by comparison of the event rates for clopidogrel (5.32%) as well as for aspirin (5.83%) with that in an imaginary placebo group (7.77%), yielding a reduction of ischaemic complications of 2.45% and 1.94% respectively; erroneous comparison of these two numbers leads to a difference of 26%.